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THE SUGAR PLUMB. 


KING LEAR, 


a 

5 

; | THREE DAUGHTERS. 

3 Ks Lear had three Daughters, 
8 Goneril, Regan, and Cordelia; 
a being old and infirm, he came to a 
I. | xcfolution to marry them, and to divide 
- his en in * equal dowries. 


But 


2 The Sugar-Plumb. 
But it being deſirous, firſt of all, to know 


which of the three loved him beſt, he 5 
reſolved to aſk each of them the queſtion 


ſeparately. Goneril, the eldeſt, appre- 
hending too well her father's weakneſs, 
makes anſwer, That ſhe loved him above 
her own ſoul: Therefore (quoth the old 
man, overjoyed) to thee, and to the 
huſband whom thou ſhalt chuſe, I give 
the third part of my realm. | 


| Regan, the ſecond Daughter, be- 


| ing aſked the ſame queſtion, and hop- 
ing to poſſeſs as large a ſhare of her 
father's bounty as her eldeſt ſiſter had 


— anſwered, That fhg loved him 


Creatures; and ſo received an 


above al 


equal reward with her ſiſter.. 
The King then queſtioned Cordelia, 
his youngeſt daughter, whom he had | 
hitherto laved the moſt tenderly; and . 
- who, 


5 


d 


f kingdom or riches. 


ll ters were Os Goneril, to the duke 
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who, although ſhe perceived how much 
her ſiſters had gained by their flattery, 
would not thereby be induced to make 
any other than an honeſt and a virtuous 
anſwer, Father, ſays ſhe, I love You as 
a Child ought to love her parent: They 
who pretend more than this, do but flatter 
you, The old man, ſorry to hear this, 
wiſhed ſhe yould recall her words, and 
2 ſecond * time demanded, what love 
ſhe bore him? She repeated the ſame 
anſwer, which ſhe had made © before. 
Hear then, quoth the King, (in a violent 
paſſion) what thy ingratitude hath 
gained 85 7, 52 thou haſt no 
reverence ed father equal to thy 
liſters, © 84 1 bal have no part of my 


Soon after this, the tws eldeſt daugh- 


V {4 0 


411 
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of Albany, and Regan to the Duke of 
Cornwall,” giving to them half his king- 
dom in preſent, and precutſing the reſt 
at his death. Sl : 
'In the mean time fame was not ſpar- 
ing to divulge the wiſdom and other 
graces. of Cordelia, infomuch that A- 
tvorth, a great King in Gaul, ſeeks her 


to wife; and nothing altered at the Jos 
of her dowry, receives her gladly in | 
ſuch manner as ſuited: the dignity of 2 | 


princeſs. 


15 Aer, this, King Lear, more po ; 
more dre ing with years, became 3 
an eaſy, pry 15 his a dau ghters and 
their hu WhO now 5 by Gaily e en⸗ 
L nal Co , who] ole 

kingdom into their hands; ablig Wege 4 
his el 77 | 


croactiments, g 


d King, to ſojourn with. 
laughter Gonerth, . tente d 


only b 
3 : 
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threeſcore knights. But they, in 2 


ſhort time, being ſuppoſed too numero 
and diſorderly 65 or — — — 
reduced to thirty; and even of theſe, 
diſcord ſon, ariſing, between the ſervants 
of different maſters | in one family, five 
only are ſuffered to attend him. 

The good old king, big with re- 
ſentment, and al moſt heart-broken, 
no reſolves to reſide in the palace of 
Regan, haping that, ſhe ei not but 
have. more, pity on his grey haigs: But 
With her he is even refuſed, admittance, 
unleſs he will be content wih ene. puly 
of his ollowers. 


4 t, laſt; the . bis 


Grdelia, occurs to his mind: and now 
nn, bam true her words had 
been; t hough he entertained but little 
Hope from: One * he: had. fo, much 


25 B 3 e jured, 


& 
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injured; yet he reſolved to try whether 
eg miſery of a diſtracted old king, worn 
down with ſorrow and affliction, 
might not ſo far foften her, as to give 
him ſuccour under her more hoſpitable 


roof, and for this purpoſe he takes a 
Journey into France. 


No might be ſeen a differenee be⸗ | 


tween the plain ſpoken affection of ſome 
children to their parents, and the talk» 
ative obſequiouſneſs of others, while 
the hope of inheritance acts in them 
and on their tongue's-end enlarges their 
duty. Cordelia, out of mere love, with. 
out the ſuſpicion of expected reward, 
at the meſlage only of her Father 
in diſtreſs, pours forth true filial 
tears. And not enduring that her own, 
or any other eye, ſhould fee him in 
ſuch a forlorn condition as the meſſen- 
FLO & 3 ger 
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ger deſcribed, Pol diſcreetly aþpoints 
one of her own truſty ſervants, firſt to 
convey him privately towards ſome 
good ſea-town,'' there to array him, 
bathe him, ' cheriſh him, and furniſh 
him with ſuch attendants and ſtate, as 
beſeemed his dignity; that then; as 
from his firſt landing he might © ſend 


word of his arrival to her huſband 


King Allwortb. Which done, with 
all mature and neceſſary contrivance, 
Cordelia, with the king her huſband, 
and all the barony of his realm, who 


NZ then firſt had news of his paſſing the 


ſea, went out to meet him; and after 
all honourable and joyful entertain - 
ments, Allworth, as to his wife's father 
and royal gueſt, ſurrenders to him, 
during his abode there, the power and 


| I of his whole dominion ; per- 


B 4 mitting 
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mitting his wife Cordelia to go with an 


army, and replace her father upon his 


throne: wherein her piety ſo proſpered, 
that ſhe vanquiſhed. her impious ſiſters 
with thoſe dukes, and Lear again ob- 
tained the crown; which he continued 
to enjoy ſome years in peace. When 
he died, Cordelia cauſed him to be 


buried with all regal ſolemnities in the 
town of „ . 


FLORIO 
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FLORIO and FLORELLA. 
HERE was 2 eountrywoman, 
who upon her intimacy with a 
fairy deſirèd her to come and aſſiſt at 
= birth of her daughter; when the 
ry (taking the infant in her arms) 
— to the hother, make your choice; 
the child if you have a mind ſhall be 
| vey handſome, excel in wit even more 
than 
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than beauty, and the Queen of a mighty 
Empire, but withal unhappy; or if you 
had rather, ſhe ſhall be an ordinary, 
ugly country creature, like yourſelf, 
but contented with her condition. The 
mother immediately choſe wit and 
beauty for her daughter at the hazard 
of any misfortunes. As the child grew, 
new beauties opened daily in her face, 
till in a few years ſhe ſurpaſſed all the 
rural laſſes that. the oldeſt people had 
ever ſeen; her turn of wit was genteel, 
polite, and inſinuating; ſhe was of a 
ready apprehenſion, and learned every 
thing ſo faſt, as ſoon to excel | her 
teachers. Every holiday ſhe danced 
upon the green with a ſuperior grace to 
any of her companions, © Her voice was 
ſweeter than any Shepherd's pipe; and 
the made the ſongs which ſhe uſed 
£5804 to 
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Ito fing. For ſome time ſhe was not 


apprized of her own charms; till di- 
verting herſelf with her play-fellows 
on the green flowery borders of a foun- 
tain, ſhe was ſurprized. with the reflec- 
tion of her face: She obſerved how 
different her features; and her com- 


plexion ſeemed from the reſt of her 


companions, | and admired Þ herſelf 7 j 
greatly. The country people flocking | | 
from day to day to obtain a fight of 


her, made her more ſenſible of her 


beauty. Her mother, who relied on 


the predictions of the fairy, began 


already to treat her as a Queen, and 


ſpoiled her by flattery. The young 


damſel would neither ſow nor ſpin, nor 
look after the | ſheep: Her whole 
amuſement. was to Fn N 

| | e 
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dreſs her hair with, to ling, and I in 
the ſhade. _ 
The king of the country was a very 
powerful king, and he had but one ſon, 
whoſe name was Flerjo; for which rea- 
ſon his father was impatient to have 
him married. The young prince could 
neyer bear to hear the mentioning of any 
of the princeſſes of neighbouring na- 
tions, becauſe a fairy had told him, that 
he ſhould find a Shepherdeſs more 


beautiful, and more accompliſhed 


than all the Princeſſes in the world. 
Therefore the king gave orders to aſſem- 


ble all the village nymphs of his. realm, 


who. were under the age of eighteen, 
to make a choice of her who ſhould 


appear moſt worthy of fo great an ho- 


nour. In purſuance of the order, when 


FRFS > SF 


they came to be ſeated, a vaſt number 
of 
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of virgins whoſe beach was not extra- 


ordinary, were refuſed admittance, and 


only thirty picked out, who infinitely 
farpaſſea, all others. Theſe thirty vir- 
ooh were. ranged in a great hall, in the 
ure of a half. moon, that the king 
and his ſon might have a diſtinct view 
of them together. Florella (our young 
damfel Y; appeared in the midſt of her 
companigns like a lilly amongſt mari- 
$I or. as an orange: tree in bloflom 
eWs, among the mountain ſhrubs, 
The, in immediately declared aloud, 
ap his crown; : and Florio 

thou 18 himſelf happy in the poſſeſſion 
Florella, Our 8 epherdeſs was in- 
7250 deſired to caſt off her country 
ae, and, to accept of à habit richly 
embroidered with g old.; a few mi- 
nutes ſhe ſaw heres Ge with dia- 
| monds 
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monds and pearls, and a number of 
ladies were appointed to wait on her. 
Every one was attentive to prevent her 
deſires before ſhe ſpoke; and ſhe was 
lodged within the palace in a magni- 
ficent apartment, where, inſtead of 
tapeſtry, there were large pannels, of 
looking-glaſſes from the floor to the 
ceiling, that ſhe might have the pleafure 
of ſeeing her beauty multiplied | on all 
ſides, and that the prince might admire 
her, wherever he caſt his 7 Vi 


in a few days quitted the chace, anal all | 


the manly exerciſes in which before” he 
delighted, that he might be always with 
his miſtreſs, The nuptials were con- 
cluded, and ſoon after the old king died. 
Thereupon Florella becoming queen, 
all the councits and the affairs of ſtare 
were. directed 7 her wiſdom. The 

Queen. 
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Queen-Mother, whoſe name was Envy, 
grew jealous of her daughter-in-law, 
the was an artful, perverſe, - cruel 
woman; and age had ſo much aggra- 
vated her natural deformity, that ſhe 
reſembled one of the furies. The youth 
and beauty of Florella made her appear 
yet more frightful; ſhe could not bear 
the ſight of ſo fine a creature. She 
likewiſe dreaded her wit and underſtand- 
ing, and gave herſelf up to all the rage 
of Malice, You want the ſoul of a 
prince, (would ſhe often ſay to her 
ſon), or you could not have married 
this mean creature. How can you be 
ſo abject as to make an idol of her? 
Then ſhe is as haughty as if ſhe had 
been hrought up in the palace where 
ſhe lives. You ſhould have followed 
the exam ple of the king your father 


when 
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when you thought of taking a wife. 
He preferred me, becauſe I was the 
daughter of a monarch equal to him- 
felf; Send away this inſignificant ſhep- 
herdeſs to her hamlet, and take to your 
bed and throne ſome young princeſs, 
whoſe-birth is anſwerable to your own. 
Flr continued deaf to all the intreaties 
of his mother. But one morning 
Envy got a billet into her hands, which 
#lorella had writ to the king; this ſhe 
gave to a young courtier, who by her 
inſtructions ſhewed it to the king, pre- 
tending to have received a letter from 
the queen with ſuch marks of affection 
as were due only to his majeſty. Florio, 
blinded by jealouſy, and* the malignant 
inſinuations of his mother, immedi- 
ately ordered Florella to be impriſoned 
for life, in a High tower built upon a 
MET” | | rock 


. 


mitted to ſee no perſon but an old 
woman, to whom Envy had intruſted 


and the rural pleaſures ſne had acquitted. 
One Day, as ſhe ſat in a penſive Poſ- 


to herſelf, accuſed the Folly of her 


beautiful unfortunate queen, than an 
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roch which ſod” in the ſea. There 
ſhe wept night and day, not knowing 
for what ſuppoſed crime ſhe was fo ſe- 
yerely treated by the king, who had fo 
paſſionately loved her. She was per- 


her, and whoſe buſineſs it was to inſult her 
upon all occaſions, 

Now Plorella called to mind the Vil- 
lage, the Cottage, the ſweet privacy, 


ture, over-whelmed with Grief, and 
Mother, who choſe rather to have a 
ugly contented ſhepherdeſs; the old wo- 
man, who was her tormentor, came to 


acquaink ber that the King had ſent an 
| © : EXECU= 
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executioner to take off her head, and 
that ſhe muſt prepare to die; Florella 
replied, that ſhe was ready to receive 
the ſtroke. Accordingly the executi- 
oner (ſent by the King's order at the 
perſuaſion of Envy) appeared with a 
drawn ſabre in his hand, ready to per- 
form his commiſſion, when a woman 
ſept in, who faid ſhe came from the 
Queen-mother, to ſpeak a word or 
two in private with Florella, before ſhe 
was put to death. . - The old woman 
imagining her to be one of the ladies 
of the. court, ſuffered her to deliver her 
meſlage : But it was the Fairy who had 
foretold her misfortunes at her birth, 
and who had now aſſumed the 
likeneſs of one of Envy's attendants ; 
the. deſired the company to retire a- 
vrhile, and then ſpoke thus to Florella 
| 5 


— —— — 
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in ſecret. Are you willing to renounce 
that beauty which has proved fo fatal? 
Are you willing to quit the title of 
Queen, to be put in your former habit, 


and to return to your village? Flerella 
was tranſported at the offer; thereupon 
the Fairy applied an enchanted maſk to 


Her face; her features inſtantly became 


deformed, all the ſymmetry” vaniſhed, 


and ſhe was now as diſagreeable as ſhe 


had been Handſome. - Under this 
change it was impoſſible to know her; 
and ſhe paſſed without difficulty chro- 


the company who came to ſee her exe- 


cution. In vain did they ſearch the 
tower, #lorella was not to be found. 
The news of this eſcape, was ſoon 
brought to the King and Envy, who 
commanded diligent: ſearch to be made 
C 2 . _ - after 


— —— Þ — 
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after her throughout the kingdom, but 
to no purpoſe. 

The Fairy at this time had reſtored 
#lorella to her mother, who would ne- 
ver have been able to recollect her al- 
tered looks, had ſhe not been let into 
the circumſtances of her ſtory. Our 
ſhepherdeſs was now contented to live 


an ugly, poor, unknoyyn creature in the 


village, where ſhe tended ſheep. She 


frequently heard people relate and la- 


ment -over her adventures; ſongs were 
made upon them which drew tears from 


all eyes; ſhe often took a pleaſure in 


Anging thoſe ſongs — her compa- 


mions, and would often weep with the 
reſt. But ſtill ſhe thought herſelf hap- 


-PY with her little flock, and was never 


once tempted to diſcover herſelf to any 


of her acquaintance, 
ASTOR, 
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b ASTOR was King of the Medes; he 
: had a daughter, named Adeerneſs, 
married to Candour, King of Perfia. 
During the time of her youth, Aftor 
4 dreamed one night that he muſt become 
ſubject to a child that ſhould be born 
of his daughter Meekneſs, he therefore 

"5 C 3 deter- 
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determined to ſend for her out of Per- 
fra, and to make away with her child, 
in its infancy. - Accordingly his daugh- 
ter came to court, and had à ſon, who 
afterwards became Cyrus the, Great. 
Upon which Aftor immediately ſent for 
Truſty, one of his ſeryants, whom he 
uſed chiefly to rely on and employ in 
his affairs. Truſty, ſays he, I have an 
affatr of conſequence, which I would 
have you take particular care of; and 
ſee to the performance of it yourſelf, 
upon pain of the utmoſt diſpleaſure. 
Take this child of Meetneſs's, carry 


bim home to your houſe, and kill him; 
and then bury him where you pleaſe, 
Truſty replied, Sir, you have always 


found me obedient to your orders, and 
you may depend upon it I ſhall be 
—— in the execution of this; and 

FO immediately 


* 


— 
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immediately takes the child in his arms, 
and with a ſorrowful heart, returned 
to his own houſe; where meeting his 
wife, he related to her the whole con- 
verſation that had paſſed between Aftor 
and him. And pray, fays ſhe, how do 
you intend to act in this matter? De- 
pend upon it, ſays he, I ſhall never 
obey him in this particular, for many 
reaſons: Firſt of all, the child, you 
know, is related to me; in the next 
place, Aſtor is old, and has no male iſ- 
ſue; ſo that if upon his death, the 
crown ſhould deſcend to his daughter 
Alzekneſs, I may chance to be hanged 
for this fact. Therefore though it be 
neceſſary, in order to keep well with 
tor, for me to have this boy diſpatched 
one way or other, yet I ſhall not let 
any of my ſervants be concerned in it, 

CS . but 
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but will eraploy ſomebody of Aſtor 's 


houſhold. When he had faid this, he 


immediately ſent for one Ruport, a herdſ- 
man belonging to After, and told him, 
he had an order to deliver to him from 
Aftor, which was to take this infant, 


whom, ſays he, you ſee here, and ex- 
poſe him in ſome deſart part of the 


mountains, where you think he may 


be ſooneſt ſtarved. If you fail in this, 


depend upon it you will be puniſhed 


very ſeverely. Upon which the fellow 
took away the child with him, and 


went to his own houſe, It happened 
that this herdſman's wife was that day 
brought to bed of a ſon, while her huſ- 
band was gone to the city, and had been 
all day in ſome fear upon her huſband's 
account, becauſe 'Trufty had ſo unex- 
* ſent for him. When he came 
back, 


neſt's ſon, the daughter of Aſtor. 
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back, the immediately aſked him the 


. of it. My dear, fays he, I 
have this day ſeen and heard what gives 
me a great deal of concern, Trufty's fa- 
mily I found all in tears. Upon my 
entrance I ſaw a little babe lying, dreſſed, 
very fine, panting and crying, Tru/ty 
odered me to take him away, and ex- 
poſe him among the wild beaſts. He 
told me, at the ſame time, that this 


Was by Aſtor? s order, and that if I 


fatled in it, I might expect to be ſeverely 


: puniſhed: ſo I took the child, and 


have brought him home along with me, 
J little imagined, at firſt, of · What pa- 
rents he was, though, as I ſaid, he was 
extremely finely dreſſed; but the ſer- 
vant who attended part of the way, let 
me into. the ſecret, that this is J{eek- 


Upon 


—— — 
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Upon this he gave the child into his 
wife's hands, who uncovering him, 
and obſerving him to be an healthful 


beautiful boy, begged of her huſband 
that he would by no means deſtroy 
him. He told her it was as much as 
his life was worth to neglect it, and that 
Truſiy intended to ſend ſome perſons 
on purpoſe to ſee the thing executed, 
The woman finding ſhe could not pre- 
vail, bethought herſelf of another pro- 


jet; I have, ſays ſhe, been delivered 


of a ſon, but it is a dead one; take 
him and expoſe him, and this grand- 
ſon of Aſtor's, let us breed up as our 
own. This ſcheme the man liked very 
well, and immediately put in execution, 
. His own ſon he dreſſed up in fine 
cloathes, laid him in a wild deſart; 


and then goes to 0 to acquaint him 


with 


—— — 


— ARORCS 


wich what he had done. Truffy ſoon 


was dead, took orders for his burial. 


— — . — k ——ũ ſ!— 
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after diſpatched — whom he 
had confidence in, who ſeeing the child 


The other child who was in reality 
the ſon of Meekneſs, paſſed for the child 
of the herdſman and his wife, it was ac- 
cordingly educated by them as their own. 
But there happened, in proceſs of time, 
an accident which diſcovered to the world 
who he was. When he was about ten 
years of age, he was at play with ſome 
other boys of the village, where he 
lived, and was by them choſe to be 
their King; he immediately began to 
exerciſe authority among them, ap- 
pointing ſome to be ſoldiers, ſome to be 
builders, ſome to one employment, 
ſome to another. One of the boys, 
ſon of Rufus, a man of diſtinction 

; 1 cp among 
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among the Medes, not performing what 


he was directed to do, Syrus ordered 


the other boys to take him and laſh 


him very ſeverely. The boy, extecd-" 


ingly offended with this ſeverity, goes 
away to his father Rufus, and made a 
complaint to him, how il! be had been 
uſed by the herdſman's ſon, as he called 
him; for he did not then go by the 


name of Cyrus. Rufus fell info a rage 


upon this occaſion, and taking his fort 
with him, goes directly to A/for, to ac- 


. quaint him with the fact, and to let 


him know how great an inckggity he 
thought it, that his boy ſhould be thus 
handled by a a herdſman's ſon. Aſtor, 
willing to gratify him in this particu- 


lar, ordered the herdſman and his for 


to be ſent for. When they appeared, 
PTY * Py lternly upon! - 
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rus, How dare you, faid he, being what 
you are, abufe in the manner you have 
done, the ſon of a perſon of ſuch diſ- 
tinction, and fo near to me? Sir, re- 
\ plied .Cyrus, I believe you will think 
what I did very juſtifiable z/ for the 
boys of that village, being at play to- 
gether, choſe me for their King. The 
reſt of the boys were very obedient, 
and did what T ordered them, but he 
r refuſed to be directed, and made light 
5 of my authority, for which he was 
J | puniſhed not more than he deſerved. 


If you think I have herein acted any 

thing amiſs, I ſubmit, While Cyrus 
was talking in this manner, Aſtor hav- 
; ing fixed his eyes upon him, thought 
he faw ſomething in his countenance 
that promiſed more than ordinary; 
and that his RAures had ſomething re- 
„ : ſembling 
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ſembling his own. This, together 
with the boy's age, which agreed ex- 
actly, gave him a ſuſpicion that this 
might be his own grandſon; which 
ſtruck him ſo, that it was a good while 
before he eould utter a word; at length 
recovering himſelf, and having a mind 
to diſcourſe with the herdſman in pri- 
vate, he ſaid to Rufus, I will ſee that 
| you have juſtice done you; and diſ- 
miſſed him. Every body but the herdſ- 


man being withdrawn, Aſtor began to 


"queſtion him about Cyrus, and aſked 
him, whence he had that boy? By my 
own wife, ſaid he, who is now at home. 
 Aftor not ſatisfied with this account, 
after ſome threats to the man, if he 
did not reveal the whole truth, ordered 
him into cuſtody. The poor man, 
trightened with this proceeding, thought 
8 it 
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it better to diſcover the whole, and 
concluded with aſking pardon in the 


humbleſt manner for what he had 


done. Aſtor ſaid little to him, but im- 
mediately diſpatched a meſſenger for 
Truly, againſt whom he was cxcecd- 
ingly enraged. 

Truſty endeavoured to excuſe him- 


ſelf by throwing all the blame upon the 


poor herdſman. He acknowledged the 
fact, and though in the preſence of a 
Greac King, he ſummoned up a vir- 
tuous and manly reſolution, and ex- 
preſſed himſelf to Afor in the fol- 


lowing terms. Thinkeſt thou, proud 


« prince! that becauſe the God of the 


« Perſians hath placed thee upon that 
elevated throne, thou haſt a right to 
deſtroy thy faithful ſubjects, and 


« wantonly to take away the innocent 
« life 


— 
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„life of thine own offspring? Poor 


« lump of earth! where is the mighty 


cc 
cc 
cc 


(c 


difference between thy carcaſe and 
mine, except that thou art clad in a 


robe of purple? Yes, I will tell | 


thee a difference thou knoweſt not: 
Thy vices have long kept thee in 
perpetual fear and dread, and even 
a paltry dream could frighten the 
ſoul of After ; my unconſcious mind 
has always inſpired me with a ſted- 
faſt preſumption, that while I live in 


virtue, I may deſpiſe the rage of ty- | 
rants; hence I have preſerved the 


life of thy grandſon, the noble Cy- 


rus What can'ſt thou do? I do 


not fear thy rage; take then my 


life; nay, let looſe thy frantic fury, 
and make a carnage among the 


= Medes an P 1 ans; but yet remem- 


ber, 
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cc ber king! that thou thyſelf muſt die, 
Athe avenging Gods will do thee juſtice, 
and in ſpite of all thy envy the virtues 
« of Cyrus will make him great and hap- 
. py.—Theſe words were prophetic, 
Aſtor's paſſion was uncontroulable, he 
drew his ſabre, ſtruck at the herdſman, 
but miſſing his blow, ſmote off the 

bead of the villain Tray y, and being 
himſelf ſeized with à fit at the ſame in- 
ſtant they both expired together. The 
herdſman immediately fummoned all 
the Guards, releaſed Cyrus, and pro- 
claimed him monarch of all the Medes 
and Perſians. 


D AIRY 
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life of thine own offspring? Poor 
lump of earth! where is the mighry 
difference between thy carcaſe and 
mine, except that thou art clad in a 
robe of purple? Yes, I will tell 
thee a difference thou knoweſt not: 
Thy vices have long kept thee in 
perpetual fear and dread, and even 
a paltry dream could frighten the 
ſoul of Aſtor; my unconſcious mind 
has always inſpired me with a ſted- 
faſt preſumption, that while I live in 


virtue, I may deſpiſe the rage of ty- 
rants; hence I have preſerved the 
life of thy grandſon, the noble Cy- 
rus. What can't thou do? I do 
not fear thy rage; take then my 


life; nay, let looſe thy frantic fury, 
and make a carnage among the 


2 * Aedes and Perſians; but yet remem- 


« ber, 


8 


1 ” 27 * 
8 7: PA. Car Ines * * 


1 A R n 


The Sugar-Plumb. 32 
“ ber king! that thou thyſelf muſt die, 
Athe avenging Gods will do thee juſtice, 


| and in ſpite of all thy envy the virtues 


« of Cyrus will make him great and hiip-. 


© py.—Theſe words were prophetic, 


Aſtor's paſſion was uncontroulable, he 
drew his ſabre, ſtruck at the herdſman, 
but miſſing his blow, ſmote off the 


bead of the villain Tru/ y, and being 


himſelf ſeized with à fit at the ſame in- 
ſtant they both expired together. The 
herdſman immediately ſummoned all 
the Guards, releaſed Cyrus, and pro- 
claimed him monarch of all the Medes 


and Perſians. 


D AIRY 
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AIRY and PRUDENCE. 
THERE was an old man, whoſe 


children, a ſon and a daughter. The 
name of the ſon was Airy, the daughter 
was called Prudence. It happened, that 
as theſe two were one day playing to- 
gether, they found a looking-glaſs, 


name was Lenity, who had two. 


which 
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conſt ſubject of her brother's mirth, 
D 2 
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which was. in their mother's bed-cham- 
ber; and looking into it, they diſcovered 
that Airy was extremely handſome, but 
Prudence very deformed. 

The boy was not a little proud of 
this: He immediately began to ent 
a very high opinion of himſelf, and to 
deſpiſe his ſiſter. He was always talking 


of his own beauty, and putting Prudence 


in mind of her deformities. He would 
run to the glaſs every minute, and call 
upon his ſiſter to obſerve how differently 
they appeared in it; in ſhort, he omitted 
nothing which he thought might create 
a mortification to his ſiſter, or im- 
prove the opinion, which he thought every 
body entertained of the comelineſs of his 
N | 

Prudence, grieved to find herſelf the 
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at length complained to her father of 
his behaviour. The old man, who had 
a tender affection for both, and was for. 
ry to find there was any quarrel between 
his children, thought this was a-proper 
oceaſion to beſtow ſome good advice 
to them. After having kiſſed them 
both, If, faid he, Airy, you find by 


looking into the glaſs, that nature has 


beſtowed a handſome face upon you, I 
would have you by all means endeavour 
to render your inward accompliſhinents 


anſwerable to ſuch an outſide, let your 
actions be handſome as well as your 


perſon; and you, ſaid he, my dear Pru- 


dence, if you cannot recommend your- 


ſelf by your beauty, you may by your 
behaviour; the world will pardon the de- 


fects of your perſon, if they find you are 


not wanting in the Fn of the 
mind.“ THE 
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He was wiſe, good, juſt, valiant, and 
deficient in no quality requiſite in 2 


; . 


find kimſelf plunged into great difficul- 
5 f f , | D 3 - 


THERE was a king, whoſe name 
was Agood; feared by all his neigh- 
bours, and loved by all his ſubjects. 


great prince. A fairy came to him one 
day, and told him, that he would ſoon 
ues 
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ties, if he did not make uſe of a ring; 
which ſhe then put on his finger. 
When he turned the ftone of the ring 
in the infide of his hand he became in- 


viſible, and when he turned the dia- 


mond outwards, he became viſible a- 
gain. He was mightily pleaſed with 


the preſent, as ſoon as he grew ſenſible 


of the ineftimable value of it. When 
Oo ſuſpe&ted any one of his ſubjects, he 
went into that man's houſe and cloſet, 
with his diamond turned inward, and 
heard and ſaw all the ſecrets of the family 


without being perceived; when he miſ- 
truſted the deſign of any neighbouring 


potentate, he would make a long Jour- 
ney unaccompanied, to be preſent in 
his moſt private councils, and learn e- 
very thing without the fear of being 
n by this _ he eaſily 
pre- 


ng 
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prevented every intention to his preju- 
dice, he fruſtrated ſeveral conſpiracies 
formed againſt his perſon, and diſconcert- 
ed all the meaſures of his enemies for his 
overthrow. Nevertheleſs, he was not 
thoroughly ſatisfied with his ring; and he 
requeſted of the fairy, the power of con- 
veying himſelf in an inſtant from one 
country to another, that he might make a 
more conyenient and ready uſe of his ring, 


The fairy replied, « You aſk too much, 


let me conjure you not to convert a power 
which I foreſee will one day or other be 
the cauſe of your miſery, though the 
particular manner thereof be concekled | 
from me.” The king would not liſten 
to her intreaties, but ſtill urged his re- 
queſt. Since then you will have it 
ſo, (faid ſhe) I muſt neceſſarily grant 
you a fayqur, of which you will dearly 

924 repent. 
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repent. Hereupon, ſhe chafed his 
ſhoulders with a fragrant liquor, when 
immediately he perceived little wings 
ſhooting at his back. Theſe little wings 
were not diſcernable under his habit, 
and when he had a mind to fly, he 
needed only to touch them with his 


hand, and they would ſpread fo as to 


bear him through the air, ſwifter than 


an eagle. When he had no farther oc- 


caſion for them, with a touch again 
they ſhrunk to a ſmall ſize, fo as to lie 
concealed .under his garments; by this 
project, Agood was able to convey him- 


ſelf in a few minutes wherever he pleaſ- 


- ed. He knew every thing, and no man 
could conceive how he came by his in- 


telligence; for he would often retire in- 


to his cloſet, and pretend to be ſhut up 
| 9 the whole day, with ſtrict orders 
not 
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not to be diſturbed; then making him- 
ſelf inviſible, he would enlarge his 
wings, and traverſe vaſt countries; 5 
by this power he entered into very extra- 
ordinary wars, and never failed to triumph. 
But as he continually ſaw into the ſecrets 
of men, he diſcovered ſo much wicked- 
neſs and diſſimulation, that he could 
no longer place a confidence in man; 
the more powerful he grew, the leſs he 
was beloved; and he found that even 
they, to whom he had been moſt bdunti- 
ful, had no gratitude nor affection towards 
him. 

In this diſconſolate condition he re- 
ſolved to ſearch through the wide 
world, till he found a woman compleat 
in Beauty and all good Qualities, wil- 
ling to be his wife; one who ſhould 
love and ſtudy te make him 


happy. 


% 
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happy. Long did he ſearch, in vain; 
and as he ſaw all without being ſeen, 
he diſcovered the moſt hidden wiles 
and failings of the ſex. He viſited all 
the Courts, where he found the ladies 
unſincere, fond of admirers, and fo 
enamoured of their own perſons, that 
their hearts were not capable of enter- 
taining any true Jove for a huſband. 
He went likewiſe in all the private fa- 
milies; he found one was of an incon- 
ſtant volatile diſpoſition, another cun- 
ning and artful, a third haughty, a 
fourth capricious; almoſt all vain, 
faithleſs, and full of Idolatry to their 
own charms. 
Under theſe. diſappointments, he re- 
ſolved to carry his enquiries even to the 
loweſt claſs of mankind; whereupon, 
; a ROW the daughter of a poor la- 
| bourer, 
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bourer, fair as the brighteſt Morning, 
but ſimple and ingenious. in all her 
Beauty, which ſhe diſregarded, and 
which in reality was the leaſt of her 
perfections; for ſhe. had an Under- 
ſtanding and Virtue, which outſhone 
all the graces of her perſon. - All the 
youths in the neighbourhood were im- 
patient to. ſee her, and more impatient 
after they had ſeen her, to obtain her 
in marriage, not doubting of being 
compleatly happy with ſuch. à wife: 
King Algood beheld her, and he loved 
her; he demanded her of her father, 
who was tranſported with the thoughts 
of his Daughter's becoming a great 


queen. Clarinda (fo ſhe was called) 


went from her father's hut into a mag- 
nificent Palace, where ſhe was received 
by a numerous. court; ſhe was not 
3 dazzled, 
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dazaled, nor diſconcerted at the ſudden 


change. She preſerved her ſimplicity, | 
her modeſty, her virtue, and forgot not 
the place of her birth, when ſhe was in 
the height of her glory. The king's 
affection for her increaſed daily, 
and he. believed he ſhould at laſt a- 
riſe to perfect happineſs, neither was he 


really far from it; ſo much did he be- 
gin to confide in the goodneſs of his 


queen. He often rendered himſelf in- 
viſible, to obſerve her, and to ſurprize 
her; but he never diſcovered any thing 
in her, that was not worthy of his ad- 
miration; ſo that now there was but a 
very ſmall remainder of * blend- 


cd with his love. 


The fairy, who had foretold the fa 
tal conſequence of his laſt requeſt, 
came ſo often to warn him, that he 

thou 


We he gave orders that ſhe ſhould 
1 no longer be admitted into the palace, 


with tenderneſs. The king, who was 
there inviſible, perceived it, and was 
- inſtantly fired with jealauſy. . He 


Wo fell expiring in his arms. In 
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thought her importunity troubleſome; 


and enjoined the Queen not to receive 
her viſits for the future. The Queen 
promifed to obey his commands; but 
not without much unwillingneſs, be- 
cauſe ſhe loved this good Fairy. It 
happened one day, when the Kingviras 
upon a progreſs, that the fairy, deſirous 

to inſtruct the queen in futurity, enter- 
ed her apartment under the appearance 
of a young Officer, and immediately 
declared in a whiſper who. ſhe: was; 
whereupon the Queen embraced her 


drew his ſword, and pierced the queen, 
that 


46 The Sugar-Plumb: 
that moment the, fairy reſumed her 
true ſhape; whereupon the king knew 
her, and was convinced of the queen's 
innocence. Then he would have kil- 
led , himſelf; but the fairy with-held 
his hand, and ftrove to comfort him: 
When the Queen, breathing her laſt 
words, faid, though I die by 2 hand, 
I die wholly yours. | 

Too late now "Algocd. eue his fol- 
ly, that put him upon wreſting a boon 
from the fairy which proved his mi- 
fery. He returned the ring, and deſi- 
Jed his wings might be taken from him. 
The remaining days of his life he paſt 
in bitterneſs and Grief, knowing no 
other conſolation, but to. weep 2 
tally over n. Y tomb. 
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DAMON anxnx DORCAS, 
Or the RURAL OßcoNOMIS TS.. 
DAMON was a native of Megeris, 
and of an illuſtrious family in Greece, 
a brave and heroick young man, but too 
fond of grandeur, whoſe expenſive living 
plunged him in a Sea of Troubles, and 
obliged him to fly with his wife Dorcas 
to a country ſeat on the ſea ſhore, Dor- 
| cas 
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cas was highly eſteemed for her wit and 
deportment, and had been addreſs'd by 
many of ſuperior Fortune to Damon, but 
his merit determined her choice. Damon 
could have borne with leſs impatience 
the ſevereſt frowns of fortune, had he 
ſuffered alone, and Dorcas with concern 
obſerved, that her preſence augmented 
the pains of ber unhappy Damon. 
Their greateſt comfort aroſe from the 

reflection, that heaven had bleſſed them 
with two children, beauteous as the 
graces. The. ſon's name was Clodia, 
and the daughter s Phebe :. Clodio in his 
air and, mein , was unaffected, ſoft and 
engaging 3 yet his aſpect was noble, 
bold, and commanded reſpect. His 
father caſt his longing eyes upon him, 
and wept with a paternal fondneſs, 
* took much pains” (and with ſuc- 
Ro” cels) 
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ceſs) to inſtill in him the love of 
virtue. Phebe was by her mother as 
carefully inſtructed in all female ac- 
compliſhments. Orpheus never ſun 
or touched a lyre more ſoftly than 
Phebe, ſhe appeared equal to Diana 
without the advantage of dreſs. The 
conduct and oeconomy of the family 
was her whole employment. The 
thoughts of Damon were ever dark and 
gloomy, without hope of returning 
from his baniſhment, ſeeking always 
to be alone, the fight of his wife and 
children did but aggravate his ſorrow, 
and drove him to the deepeſt melan- 
choly; in ſhort he was weary of life, 
and ready to fink under his misfortunes. 
One day tired and fatigued with thought 


| in one of his ſolitary walks, reclining on 


a bank he fell aſleep; in his dream 
E the 
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the goddeſs Ceres crowned with golden 
ſheaves approached with an air of ma- 
jeſty and ſweetneſs. © Why, my Da- 
mon, ſaid ſhe, art thou thus inconſola- 
ble; Why art thou thus overwelmed 
with thy misfortunes; Alas! replied 
he, I am abandoned by my friends; 
my eſtate is all loſt; law-ſuits and my 
creditors for ever perplex me. The 
thoughts of my birth, and the figure 
I have made in the world, are all ag- 
gravations of my mifery; and to tug 
at the oar like a galley flave for a bare 
ſubſiſtence, is an act too mean and 
what my ſpirit can never comply with. 
Does then nobility, replied the goddeſs, 
conſiſt in the affluence of fortune? No, 
no, Damon, but in the heroick imita- 
tion of your virtuous anceſtors. The 
juſt man alone is truly great and noble. 
Nature 


"*" 


Damon. 
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Nature is ſufficed with a little: enjoy 
that little with the ſweat of thy brow: 


live free from dependance, and no man | 


will be nobler than thyſelf; luxury 
and ambition are the ruin of mankind. 
If thou wanteſt the conveniences of 


life, who can better ſupply thee than 


thyſelf? Art thou terrified at the 
thoughts of attaining them by induſtry 
and application? She ſaid, and im- 
mediately preſented him with a golden 
plough ſhare and horn of plenty. Bac- 
chus next appeared, crowned with joy, 
attended by Pan playing on his rural 
pipe. Pomona next advanced, laden 
with fruits, and Flora dreſſed in all her 
gayeſt ſweeteſt flowers. In ſhort all 
the rural deities caſt à favourable eye on 
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He waked fully convinced of the 


make of this . celeſtial dream. A dawn 
of comfort-all -on a fudden ſhot through 
his: ſoul, and he found new inclinations 
ariſe for the labours of the plain. He 


| Dorcas, who rejoiced with him, and ap- 
proved of his interpretation. The 
next day they leſſened their retinue ; 
diſcharged their equipage, and reſigned 


confined. herſelf. to the domeſtic employ- 
ments of rural life; all their fine needle 
works were now no more regarded; 
they | accuſtomed themſelves to the uſe 
of the Diſtaff. Their proviſions were 
the produce of their own induſtry. They 
milked their kine, which now, begun 
to ſupply them with plenty. They 

. 4 purchaſed 


application and moral uſe he ought to 


_ communicated his dream to the fair 


21]. . grandeur. Dorcas with Phebe, 
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purchaſed nothing without doors; their 


food was plain and ſimple, and enjoyed 


with that true reliſh which is inſepara- 
ble from toil and labour. In this rural 


manner they lived, every thing was 
neat and decent about them. All the 
coſtly tapeſtry was diſpoſed of; yet the 


walls were perfectly white, and no part 


of the houſe either dirty or in diſorder. 
Dorcas at the entertainment of her 


friends made the beſt of paſtry. She 


_ bees which ſupplied her with ho- 
Her ' cows furniſhed her with 


md Her Garden by her induſtry and 


kill. yielded every thing both uſeful and 
ornamental. Phebe trod in the ſteps of 


ber induſtrious mother; ever chearful 


at her work, ſinging while ſhe pen'd 


her ſheep.” No neighbour's flock could 


rival her's; no contagious diſtemper, 
de 3 no 
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no ravenous wolves durſt ever approach 


on the plains at her melodious notes, 
whilft ſweet echo returned the dying 
founds. '' Damon-tilled his on grounds, 
and did all the duties of a huſbandman, 
and was fully convinced *twas leſs la- 


| borious, more innocent and advanta- 
geous a life, than the Soldier's. Ceres - 
with her yellow fruits repaid the debt 


the owed him. Bacchus fupplied him 
with nectar worthy of the gods. Mi- 


nerua too complimented him with the 


Fruit of her falutary'tree, winter was 
the: ſeaſon ſor repoſe, when all the | fa- 


_ mily were ny Ys and thank 
ful to the g their harmleſs 
unambitious p — 1 They eat no 


fSieſh but at their facrifices, and their 
3 neuer died u upon their altars. 
Clodio 


them. Her tender lambkins danced 
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Clodia was thoughtful and ſedate 
beyond his years; he took the care f 
the larger .cattle, cut down oaks, dug 
aqucducts for watering the meadows, q 
A and with his induſtry would eaſe his 
1 father. His leiſure hours were em 
' ployed in hunting, or the improvement 
of his ſtudies, of which his father hag 
laid the ſolid foundation. | 
In a little time Damon, by a life thus 
led in innogence and ſimplicity, was 
in better eircumſtances than at firſt; +l 
His houſe was ſtored with convenien- 
ces though nothing ſuperfluous. His 
company for the moſt part was in the 
compaſs of his own family; who lived 
in perfect love and harmony, and con- 
| tributed to each others happineſs, Their 
f enjoyments were ſweet, innocent and 
cal to be obtained, The increaſe of 
| E 4 their 
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their ſtock introduced to new and lux- 
urious courſe of life. Their diet frugal 
as before, and their induſtry continued 
with equal vigour. Damon's friends 


now preſſed him to reſume his former 


poſt, and ſhine again in the buſy world. 
To whom he replied, „Shall I again 
give way to pride and extravagance, 
that were the fatal cauſe of all my miſ- 
fortunes ! or ſpend my future days in 
rural labours, which have not only 
made me rich again, but, what is more, 
compleatly happy? To conclude, one 
day he took a tour to the place, where 
Ceres had thus kindly directed his con- 
duct in a dream, and repoſed himſelf 
on the graſs with as much ſerenity of 
mind, as before with - confuſion and 
deſpair. There he flept again, and 
n ti. e — in the like 
friendly 


* 
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friendly manner approached, and N 
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addreſſed him: True nobility, O 
Damon, conſiſts in receiving no favours 
from any one, and beſtowing them 
with a liberal hand on all. Have your 
dependance on nothing but the fruitful 
boſom of the earth, and the works of 
your own. Hands. Never reſign that 
for luxury and empty ſhow, which is 
the natural and inexhauſtible founda- 
tion of true ** b 
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HISTORY. 


HISTORY or Tus FOUR 
LADIES, CoQUuETILLA, 
PRUDIANA, PROFUSIANA, and 
PRUDENTIA. 


COE TILLA was the daughter 
of a worthy baronet, by a lady 
very gay, but rather indiſcreet than 
unvicious, who took not the requiſite 
2 3% care 
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care of her daughter's education, but 


let her overrun with the love of fa- 
ſhions, dreſs, and equipage; and wits 


in London, balls, operas, plays, the 

park, the ring, the withdrawing- room, 
took : up her whole attention. She 
admired nobody but herſelf; 28 
about, laughed at, and deſpiſed 

crowd of men followers, whom he 
attracted by gay thoughtleſs. freedoms 
of behaviour, ſo nearly treading on the 
ſteps of immodeſty. Vet made ſhe 
not one worthy of conqueſt, exciting, on 
the contrary, in all ſober minds, that 
contempt {upon herſelf, which ſhe. fo 


_ profuſely would be thought to pour 


down upon the reft of the world; after 
ſhe had ſeveral years: fluttered about the 
dangerous light, like ſome filly fly, ſhe 
10 TON finged the wings of her reputa- 


tion; 
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tion; for, being deſpiſed by every 


worthy heart, ſhe became too eaſy and 
cheap a prey to a man the moſt un- 
worthy of all her followers, who had 
reſolution enough to break through 
thoſe cob-web reſerves, in which ſhe 
had incircled her precarious virtue; 
and which were no longer of force to 
preſerve her honour, when ſhe met 
with a man more bold and enterprizing 
than herſelf, and who was as deſigning 


and as thoughtleſs. And what then 


became of Coguetilla Why ſhe was 
obliged to paſs over ſea to Treland, 
where nobody knew her, and to bury 
herſelf in dull obſcurity; to go by ano- 
ther name, and at laſt, unable to ſup- 


port a life ſo unſuitable to the natural 
gaiety of her temper, ſhe pined herſelf 
into a conſumption, - and died unpitied 


and 
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and unlamented, among ſtrangers, having 
not one friend, but whom ſhe wes. 


with her money. 
Prudiana, was the daughter oft; a 


gentleman - who was a widower, and 
had, while the young lady was an in- 


fant buried her mama; he was a good 


ſort of a man; but had but one leſſon 


to teach Prudiana, and that was, to 
avoid all manner of converſation with 
the men; but never gave her the right 
turn of mind, nor inſtilled into it that 
ſenſe of her religious duties, which 
would have been her beſt guard againſt 
all temptations. ' For provided ſhe kept 
out of the ſight and converſation of 
the gentlemen, and avoided the com- 
pany of thoſe ladies who more freely 
converſed with the other ſex, it was 


all her papa deſired of her, This gave 
bor 
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her a haughty, ſullen, and reſolved 
turn; made her ſtiff, formal and af- 
fected. She had ſenſe enough to difſ- 
cover early the faults of Coguetilla, and 
in diſlike of them, fell more eaſily into 
that. contrary extreme which her recluſe 
education, and her papa's cautions, 
naturally led her, ſo that pride, reſerve, 
affectation, and cenſoriouſneſs, made 
up the eſſentials of her character, and 


ſhe became more unamiable than G- 


guetilla; and as the other was too ac- 
ceſſible, Prudiana was quite unap- 
proachable by gentlemen, and unfit 
for any converſation, but that of her 
ſervants, being alſo deſerted by thoſe 
of her own ſex, by whom ſhe might 
have improved, on account of her 
conſcious diſpoſition; | and what was 
ths conſequence? Why this: Every 
worthy 
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worthy perſon of both ſexes deſpiſing 


her, and ſhe being uſed to ſee nobody 


but ſervants, at laſt throws herſelf 
upon one of that claſs: In an evil hour, 
ſhe finds ſomething that is taking to 
her low taſte in the perſon of her papa's 
valet, a wretch ſo infinitely beneath her 
(but a gay coxcomb of a ſervant) that 
every body attributed to her the ſcan- 
dal of making the firſt advances; for, 
otherwiſe it was preſumed, he durſt not 
have looked up to his maſter's daughter: 
ſo here ended all her pride. All her 


reſerves came to this! Her conſciouſ- 
neſs of others, redoubled people's con- 


tempt upon herſelf, and made nobody 
pity her. She was, finally turned 


out of doors, without a penny of for- 


tune. The fellow was forced to ſet up 


a barber's ſhop in a country town; 4 


_ K ID 9 
—— K — 2 — _— 


64 The Sugar-Plumb. 
all he knew was to ſhave, and dreſs a 
peruke, and her papa would not look 


upon her more: So that Prudiana 
became the outcaſt of her family, and 
the ſcorn of all that knew her; and 


was forced to mingle in converſation 
and company, with the wretches 10 
her huſband's degree | 

Profuſi ana took another courſe to 5 
ruin, ſhe fell into ſome of Caguetilla's 
foibles, but purſued them for another 


end, and in another manner. Struck 


with the grandeur and magnificence of 
what weak people call the higher life, 
ſhe gives herſelf up to the circus, to 


balls, to operas, to maſquerades, and 


aſſemblies; affects to ſhine at the 
head of all company, at Tunbridge, 
at Bath,and every other place of public 
reſort; plays high, is Ear a * 
al 
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and paying viſits, giving balls, and 
making treats and entertainments, and 
is ſo much above the conduct which 
moſtly recommends a young lady to 
the eſteem of the deſerving of the other 
ſex, that no gentleman, who prefers 
ſolid happineſs, can think of addrefling - 
her, though ſhe is a fine perſon, aud 
has many outward graces of behaviour, 
She becomes the favourite toaſt of the 
places ſhe frequents, is proud of that 
diſtinction; gives into the faihion, and 
delights in the pride, that the can make 
apes in imitation, whenever ſhe 
pleaſes. But yet ende cavouring to avoid 
being thought proud, makes herſelf 
cheap, and is the ſubject of tne attempts 
of every coxcomb of eminence; and 
with much ado preſerves her virtue, 
20k gh not her character, What all 
| -— thus 
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this while is poor Profuſiana doing ? 
She would be glad, perhaps, of a ſuit- 
able propoſal, and would, it may be, 
give up ſome of her gaities and extra- 
vagances; for Profuſiana has wit, and 
is not totally deſtitute of reaſon when 


ſhe ſuffers herſelf to think, but her con- 


duct procures her not one ſolid friend- 
ſhip, and ſhe has not in a twelvemonth, 
among a thouſand profeſſions of ſer- 
vice, one devoir that ſhe can attend to, 
or a friend that ſhe can depend upon. 
All the women that ſhe ſees, if ſne ex- 
cels them, hate her; the gay part of 


the men, with whom ſhe accompanics 


moſt, are all in a plot againſt her ho- 
nour. Even the gentlemen, whoſe con- 
duct in general is governed by princi- 
ples of virtue, came down to theſe pub- 
lic places to partake of the innocent 

| freedom 
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freedoms allowed there, and oftentimes 
give themſelves airs of gallantry, aud 
never have it in their thoughts to com- 
mence a treaty of marriage, with any 
acquaintance begun on that gay ſpot. 
What ſolid friendſhips and ſatisfactions 
then is Prefuſiana excluded from? 

Her name indeed is written on every 
public window, and proſtituted, as I 
may call it, at the pleaſure of every 
profligate, or fot, who wears a dia- 
mond to engrave it: And that may be, 
with moſt vile and barbarous imputa- 
tions and freedoms of words, added by 
rakes, who very probably never ex- 
changed a ſyllable with her. The 
wounded trees are perhaps taught alſo 
to wear the initials of her name, link- 
ed not unlikely, and widening as they 
grow, with thoſe of a ſcoundrel. But 
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all this while ſhe makes not the leaſt 
impreſſion upon one noble heart: And 
at laſt, perhaps, having run on to the 
end of an uninterrupted race of follies, 
ſhe is cheated. into the arms of ſome 
vile fortune-hunter; who quickly la- 
viſhes away the remains of that fortune 
which her extravagance had left; and 
then, after the worſt uſage, abandoning 
her with contempt, ſhe ſinks into obſcu- 
rity, that cuts ſhort the thread of her life, 
and leaves no remembrance but on the 
brittle glaſs, and more faithful bark, that 
ever ſhe had a being. | 

Prudentia, who like the induſtrious 
bee, makes her honey-hoard from every 
flower, bitter as well as ſweet; for e- 


very character is of uſe to her, by 
which ſhe can improve her own. She 


had the happineſs of an aunt, who lov- 
| 9 85 ed 
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ed her, and an uncle who doated on 
her: For, alas! poor Prudentia loſt 
her papa and mamma almoſt in her infan- 
cy, in one week. But was ſo happy in 
her uncle and aunt's care, as not to 
miſs them in her education, and but 
juſt to remember their perſons. By 
reading, by obſervation, and by atten- 
tion, ſhe daily added new advantages 
to thoſe which her education gave her. 
She ſaw, and pitied, the fluttering free- 
doms, and dangerous flights of Cogue- 
tilla, the ſullen pride, the affectation, 
and ftiff reſerves, which Prudiana aſ- 

ſumed, ſhe penetrated, and made it her 
ſtudy to avoid. And the gay hazard- 
ous conduct, extravagant temper, and 
love of tinſeled grandeur, which were 
the blemiſhes of Profuſiana's character, 
ſhe dreaded and ſhunned; ſhe fortifies 
P42 herſelf 
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herſelf with the excellent examples of 
the paſt and preſent ages, and knows 
how to avoid the errors of the faulty, 
and to imitate the graces of the moſt 
perfect. She takes into her ſcheme of 
that future happinefs, which ſhe hopes 
to make her own, what are the true ex- 
cellencies of Her ſex, and endeavours 


to appropriate to herſelf the domeſtic 


virtties, which ſhall one day make her 
the crown of fome worthy gentleman's 
earthly happineſs; and which, of courſe, 
will ſecure and heighten her own. 

That noble frankneſs of diſpoſition, 


that ſweet and unaffected openneſs and 


fimplicity, which ſhone in all her ac- 
frons and behaviour, commend her to 
the reverence and eſteem of all man- 
kind, as her humility and affability, 
and a temper uncenſorious, and ever 
making 
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making the beſt of what is ſaid of the 
abſent perſon, of either ſex, do to the 
love of every lady. Her name indeed 
is not pgoſtituted on windows, nor car- 
ved on the barks of trees on public 
places; But it ſmells ſweet to every 


noſtril, dwells on every tongue, and is 


engraved on every heart. She meets 
with no addreſs but from men of ho- 
nour and probity: The fluttering cox- 


comb, the inveigling paraſite, the infi- 


dious deceiver, the mercenary fortune- 
hunter, ſpread no ſnares for a heart 
guarded by diſcretion and prudence, as 
her's is. They ſee all her amiable vir- 
tues, are the happy reſult of an uni- 
form judgment and the effects of her 
own wiſdom, founded in an education 
to which ſhe does the greateſt credit, 
and at laſt, after ſeveral worthy offers, 
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enough to perplex any lady's choice, 
ſhe bleſſes ſome one happy gentleman, 
more diſtinguiſhed than the reſt, for 
learning, good ſenſe, and true Polite- 
neſs, which is but another word for 
virtue and honour; and ſhines, to her 
If Jaft hour, in all the duties of domeſtic 
life, as an excellent wife, mother, miſ- 
treſs, friend, and chriſtian, and ſo con- 
firms all the expectations of which her 
maiden life had given ſuch TOY and 
| edifying RIG 


THE FARMER, 
And his Two DaucuTERs. 


Farmer, who had been very | rich, 
but was by misfortunes in his buſi- 


neſs reduced to poverty, had two daugh- 
ters, Betſey and Laura, Betſty the el- 
der was a very great beauty, but very 

| affected, 
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affected, and proud of being thought a 
fine lady. She only loved her own dear 
| ſelf, was hard-hearted to the poor, and 
_ behaved very unmannerly to every one, 
and would not do any kind of work for 
fear of ſpoiling her fine white hands. 
Laura the younger ſiſter had been very 
handſome before the ſmall-pox: But 
this diſorder had robbed her of her 
beauty, without giving her much con- 
cern, as ſhe put no great value on ſuch 
a fading flower. She was loved by all 
her neighbours, for ſhe endeavoured to 
oblige every body, and frequently de- 
prived herſelf of bread to give to the 
poor. One day as the two ſiſters were 
milxking the cows, a rich gentleman paſ- 
ſing by, was ſo ſtruck with the beauty 
of the elder, that he fell in love with 
ber. Botſey was quite charmed with 
3A this 
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this adventure, ſhe concluded that by 
marrying this gentleman ſhe ſhould 
come up to London, and live in the 
gaiety and ſplendor of high life: ſhe 
told the gentleman ſhe was tired to 
death of living among ſuch ignorant 
neighbours, and that ſhe daily lamented 
her not being born at court; ufbn 
hearing which the gentleman told her 
ſhe was too beautiful to live in the 
country, and after ſettling ſome affairs, 

if ſhe liked him he would propoſe a 
match to her father. Betſey, whoſe 
fooliſh pride was highly pleaſed with 
this offer, without the leaſt modeſty or 
| reſerve aſſured the gentleman ſhe was 
quite in love with him. In the mean 
time Laura hearing her father was very 
angry with her fiſter for ſtaying ſo long, 
flips out of the houſe ta tell her of it; 
at 
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at that moment a poor woman came up 
with three ſmall children, and declared, 
that the babes had not had a bit to eat 
for twenty-four hours, and begged 
they would beſtow ſome. charity for 
their relief. Go your way, woman, 
ſays Betſey, one can never be quiet for 
ws beggars; Laura gently reproved 
er ſiſter for ſpeaking ſo harſhly, and 
taking a ſhilling out of her pocket, 
which was all the money ſhe had, gave 
it to the poor woman, at the ſame time 
obſerving, that though her ſtory might 
not be true, ſhe had rather run the 
riſque of being deceived, than be hard 
hear ted, 4 | 2 ö | 
Betſey laughed at her ſiſtter for her 
+ goodneſs to the poor woman, and aſk- 
ed her how ſhe could be fo filly as to 
give that wretch the ſhilling, which 8 
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had been three months in ſaving to go to 
the play; but Laura very juſtly re- 
plied, ſhe could be without the play, 
but the poor woman muſt have bread 
for her children. 

The gentleman who had heard all 
their diſcourſe, deſired there might be 
no more words about it, and offered 
each of them four guineas, which Bet- 

ſey very eagerly accepted, but Laura, 
making a low courteſy, begged to be 
excuſed accepting the money; but as 
he ſeemed ſo generous, ſhe deſired he 
would beſtow it on the poor woman, 
and ſhe ſhould be as much obliged to 
him, as if ſhe had received it herſelf, 
which worthy act of charity, the gen- 
tleman . performed contrary to the per- 
| ſuaſions of Betſey, who wanted all the 
3 herſelf, Laura now returned 

home, 
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home, but Betſey being poſleſs'd of the mo- 
ney, made all the haſte ſhe could to buy up 
all the ribbands and Jace. in the village, 
and at night dreſſed herſelf out and 
went to the play; at this time her lover 
was uncertain how to reſolve ; Betſey's 
+ behaviour was very forward, and he 
obſerved ſhe was hard-hearted and ſelf- 
iſh; but then ſhe was ſo handſome he 
could not help excuſing her; he thought 
her eagerneſs for money proceeded 
from a deſire to dreſs more agreeably to 
pleaſe him, and he imagined he could 
diſcover, from her looks, that ſhe was 
in love with him. But the ſervant he 
had with him, being a witty lad, could 
not help. ſmiling at his maſter for being 
ſo eaſily deceived, which he perceiving, 
aſked 158 * he laughed at? You 

beliers 


The Sugar-Plumb. 79 
believe, my lord, ſays he, that girl is 


in love with you, but let me tell you 


ſhe only loves your money; give me 
leave to put on your beſt ſuit, I will 
give out that I am a duke, and though 


I am very ugly, I am ſure ſhe will 


marry me ſooner than you. His Lord- 
ſhip agreed to this propoſal, and bid 
him go and put on his birth day ſuit, 
embroidered with gold, and come back 


to him to the tavern. Laura began 
now to be very uneaſy, for ſhe found 


a kindneſs for the gentleman growing 
upon her contrary to her will, and as 
ſhe feared diſcovering her inclination, 
ſhe reſolved not to ſee him; but he 
happening to come alone (while the 
ſervant was gone in his "Maſter's 
coach after Betſey to the play) deſired 


her 
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her Father, to let Laura keep him com- 


pany till her ſiſter returned, which ſhe 
complied with in duty to her father's 
orders. When they were alone he de- 
fired her to acquaint him with her ſiſ⸗- 
ter's imperfections, but ſhe, ſo far from 
taking any ſuch advantage, ſaid all the 
handſome things ſhe could of her, and en- 
deavoured to excuſe her failing, 

Mean while Betſey, who was quite 
captivated with the thoughts of becom- 
ing a dutcheſs, was ſo far prevailed up- 
on by the flattery of the new fangled 
duke, as to deſire him to aſk her fa- 
ther's conſent before the other gentle- 
man came. She was much ſurpriſed 
on their return to find her lover at her 
father's, however, when he reproached 
her with inconſtancy, ſhe had the "m—_ 
ne 
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neſs to tell him ſhe had never loved him, 
and in a ſcornful inſulting manner, 
bid him take her ſiſter to comfort him. 
The gentleman thinking this no bad 
advice, immediately offered his hand to 
Laura, which ſhe in a very modeſt 
manner accepted, aſſuring him ſhe 
eſteemed him for his virtue more than 
his riches. The marriage contract 
was immediately ſettled; and the foot- 


man having laid down the duke, came 


in his uſual cloathes, and informed 
Betſey how he had deceived her. This 
unexpected diſappointment threw Fetſey 
into deſpair which laſted as long as 
ſhe lived, and as ſhe grew old her diſ- 
poſition became fo diſagreeable, that 
ſhe was | deſpiſed by every body. 
Whereas Laura lived in the greateſt 
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happineſs with ber huſband, and was 
admired by all her acquaintance for her 
A . mature and affability. 
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Tar oLD MOUSE 
Mt the, PoixT of DEATH. 


N aged mouſe, being arrived 
at the laſt ſtage of life, called 
her numerous fami] y together, and 
addreſſed them in the following 


yords, | a 
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My dear children, being well acquainted 
with the dangers to which you will be 
expoſed after my death, I am willing 
to give you ſome inſtructions before 
I leave you, which will enable you to 
avoid them, and I cannot do it better 
than by relating the hiſtory of my own 
life. 

I was born in this TY where 
you now live; at the time of my birth 
it was tenanted by an Engliſh lady who 
was very rich, This houſe was then 
the ſeat of plenty, a great deal of meat 
eat, but more was waſted, by which 
means we not only enjoyed plenty, but 
lived in ſafety, for two overgrown cats 
left us at our liberty, and ſpent their 
time in eating and fleeping. In this 

kitchen the houſekeeper uſed to receive 
the homages of her inferiors, with a ; 
proud : 
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proud haughty air; ſometimes indeed 


ſhe was pretty civil, and ſetting aſide 
her impertinence ſhe was a good natu- 


red woman, ſhe liked that the ſervants 


looks ſhould ſpeak the wealth of their 
miſtreſs. And as the maids were al- 
lowed no tea in the kitchen, ſhe uſed 
to make her's ſo ſtrong, that there was 
a good diſh left for the poor girls after 


| ſhe had done; ſhe condeſcended ſo far 


as to let them all have cream to their 
tea, but: this -was kept out of the bill, 
for fear her lady. ſhould know it; and 
the method was to charge eight quarts 
of milk inſtead of four, ſo things were 
made even and no harm done- The 
firſt years of my life were ſpent while 
this good woman had the care of our 
domeſtic affairs, but to our great miſ- 
fortune theſe golden days were ſoon 
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at an end. For the lady's expences 


being greater than her income, ſne was 


ruined, and obliged to leave the houſe, 
being young and unexperienced. I 


looked upon the alteration as a matter 
of no great concern, but was ſoon con- 


vinced of my miſtake. Our new 
miſtreſs kept the houſe in very great 
order, and contrary to modern manage- 
ment looked after her own affairs, ſhe 
could tell exactly what proviſions were 
neceſſary for the family, and ſhe would 
not be impoſed on even in triflles, but 
made a magnificent appearance with- 
out waſte. By her oeconomy I was 
foon reduced to feed on the crumbs 


that fell from the ſervants table; being 


very much diſpleaſed however with 
this kind of fare, I was determined to 


* all my 1 to get ſome 


better 
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better proviſion, and after a good deal 
of trouble at laſt found my way inte the 


room where the lady kept her ſtores, 
and made amends for my long abſti- 
nence with a moſt delicious repaſt; em- 
boldened with this ſucceſs I returned 
next day to the fatal place., The firſt 
thing I obſerved was an engine grated 
up at one end, and a bit of bacon freſh 


broiled. The. ſmell being quite invit- 


ing, I walked in and ſeized the prey, 
but had no ſooner touched it than down 
falls the door of this unlucky trap with 
a dreadful noiſe, and confined me 
without hope of eſcaping. The fall of 
the trap ſoon brought my miſtreſs; 1 
was immediately condemned to be 
drowned, and the chambermaid was 
ordered to execute the ſentence; all 
appearance of a poſſibility of being ſaved 
5 G 4 Was 
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was now loſt, but through the auk- 
wardneſs of the executioner I very un- 
expectedly eſcaped, when I was upon 
the point of being drowned; and hav- 
ing now bought wit by experience, I 
took care to confine my future excur- 
ſions within the limits of the kitchen. 
The frugal way of life to which I was 
now reduced, appeared at firſt more 
terrible than the danger I had eſcaped, 
but cuſtom made my condition eaſier, 
and I found that abſtinence mended 
my condition. I have ſurvived three 
generations of mice ; in this houſe few 
have reached the natural term of life. 
Diſeaſes bred by intemperance having 
carried off ſuch as eſcape the vigilance 
of the cats. But my ſtrength, I find, 
begins to fail me, and I muſt now make 
an end. Farewell, my dear children, 
| attend 
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attend to the advice I have given you, 
and beware of the unhappy cloſet, 
where death lurks under pernicious 
ſweets, | 
Scarce had this wiſe mouſe breathed 
her laſt, but her young family fell into 
mutual congratulations on their being 
rid of the reſtraint they ſuffered from 
the preſence of this old dotard, as they 
diſreſpectfully ſtiled her; and deſpiſing 
the good advice ſhe had given them, 


5 they made their way to the fatal cloſet, 
|, were they ſoon demoliſhed a pot of 


ſweetmeats, and began to with one 
another joy- on their eſcaping the dan- 
ger they were warned againſt by the 
old mouſe. But their mirth was very 
ſhort lived, a cat and two traps were 
poſted 1 in the cloſet, and in leſs than a 

| week, 
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week, not a mouſe was left of thoſe 
vho deſpiſed the experience, and wiſe 
inſtruction of their grand- mother. 
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The AMERICAN MERCHANT. 

A Merchant who ſettled in the Veſt 

Indies meeting with good ſucceſs, 

in a few years acquired a handſome 
fortune, and took ſhip to return to 
England, with his wife and two chil- 
dren, a boy and a girl; the ſon, whoſe 
name was John, was about four years 
_ and Molly a year younger 3 
24 
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they were about half way on their paſ- 
ſage, a dreadful ſtorm aroſe, and the pilot 
ſaid they were in imminent danger of 
being loſt; on hearing this the Mer- 
chant took a large plank, and faſtened 
his wife and two children to it, but 
before he had time to fix himſelf to the 
ſame, the ſhip ſtruck on a rock, and 
ſplit to. pieces. The plank, with the 
wife and two children kept the ſea like 
a little boat, and the wind carried them 
to an iſland. The mother untied the 
| cords with which they were faſtened, 
and went up into the country, in hopes 
of diſcovering ſome | houſes, but ſhe 
ſoon perceived that the iſland was un- 
inhabited; ſhe now began to be ap- 
prehenſive that herſelf and her children 
muſt periſh for hunger, but advan 
further into, the iſland, ſhe found ſeve- 
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ral trees loaded with fruit, and a number 
of birds-neſts with eggs in them; there 
being no probability of their ever get- 


ting off the iſland, ſhe was reſolved to 


Gaby to the Divine Will, and do her 
beſt. for the. education of — children; 
ſhe very fortunately had in her pocket 
a bible, by which ſhe taught them to 
read, and inſtructed them in the know- 
ledge of their maker. At the end of 
two years the poor mother fell ſick, 
and being aware ſhe could not long 
ſurvive, ſhe called her children to her, 
and told them ſhe was at the point of 
death, and muſt ſoon leave them, but 
bid them remember that they were not 
left alone, and God would ſee all they 
were doing, that they muſt not forget | 
to pray to him every night and morning, 


live 
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live in love and amity with one another. 
The children obſerved punctually the 
directions they received from their dy- 
ing mother, no day paſſed without put- 
ting up their morning and evening 
prayers to God, and they read their 
book over ſo often that they had it by 
heart. Fackey and Molly had now been 
eleven years on this iſland; as they 
were one day fitting on the ſea ſhore, 
they obſerved ſeveral black men coming 
towards them in a boat. The blacks 
were ſurprized to ſee theſe children of a 
different colour from themſelves, they 
ſurrounded them and ſpoke to them, 
but Fackey and Molly underſtood no- 
thing of their language; at length the 
= black men ſhewed them their boat, 
and defired them by ſigns to ftep in; 
Molly at firſt was aired, but by the 
| perſuaſion 
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kanten of her broker went into the 

oat, which carried them to an iſland 

not far off, inhabited by favages, who 

all received them very kindly. The 
king could not keep his eyes off Molly, 

and often put his hand to his breaft to 
let her know he loved her; Molly and 
; Jac bey ſoon learned their language, and 
underſtood that they were at war with 
the people of ſome neighbouring iſlands, 
and that they eat their priſoners. The 
king was now reſolved to make Molly 
his queen, who told her brother ſhe had 
rather die than marry him, becauſe ſhe 
thought him a very wicked man, for in- 
ſtead of forgiving his enemies as their 
book inſtructed them, he put his priſo- 
ners to death, and devoured them, 
The ſavages were ſo exaſperated at 


Mally J refuſal to marry their king, that 
4 they 
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they tied her and her brother to piles of 
wood, and were preparing to ſet fire to 
them, when they heard that a great 
number of their enemies were come 
aſhore. . They all ran to fight the in- 
vaders, and being overcome, the vic- 
torious enemy cut the chains of the 
victims deſtined to the flames, and car- 
ried them to their iſlands, where they 
became ſlaves to the king of the country. 
Thoſe ſavages were alſo frequently en- 
gaged in wars, and like their neigh- 
bour devoured their priſoners. On a 
certain occaſion 1 5 a great num- 
ber, and among the reſt was a white 


man; the ſavages finding him very 


lean, determined to fatten him for their 
eating. He was kept chained in a hut, 
and Molly was charged with the care of 
bringing him food. The white * 
. wag 


re 


2 
4 | 
4 
Ir 
Qt, 
of 
aſl 
no 


ST T_T ⁵ —ͤ— . 


then aſked to ſee the book, on opening 
This book belongs to Fohn Maurice: he 
my dear Children, have I found you once 


ther, and give me ſome account of your 
| a 
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Who was ſurprized at the ſight of a wo- 


man of the ſame colour as himſelf, was 
much more ſo when he heard her ſpeak 
his own language, and pray to the ſame 
God. He aſked her, who, taught her 
to ſpeak Eroliſh, and . her in 
the knowledge of God ?. She replied, 
the did not know before the name of 
the language ſhe ſpoke; that her mo- 
ther ſpoke it and taught it her; that ſhe 
had learned much about God out of a 
book which her mother gave her, and 
prayed to him daily. The white man 


which, 'and finding, on the firſt leaf, 
broke out in the following words, ah, 


mare, come and embrace your poor fa- 


mother 
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mother. Jacły and Molly were fo over- 


joyed at ſceing their father again, that | 


it was ſome time before they could ſpeak ; 

at laſt, ſays Facky, my heart tells me 
you are my father, though I cannot 
conceive how it is poſſible, for my mo- 
ther told me you went to the bot- 
tom of the ſea, Tis true ſaid the man, 
I actually fell into the fea, but catch- 
ing hold of a plank I came aſhore upon 
an iſland, and concluded you were loſt, 
Facky then gave a particular account of 
all he could remember; the white man 
was much afflicted, when he heard that 
tis poor wife was dead; and alas! ſayͤs 
he, what avails it, my dear children, 
that we have met again, if in a few | 
days I am to be flaughtered and de- 
voured; but Molly deſired him to leave 


that to her, for the had thought of an 


infallible F 
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infallible means to ſave his life. She 


> |} then left her father, and went and 
: 3 threw herſelf at the king's feet, telling 
e him ſhe had one requeſt to make, which 
t 3% ſhe hoped he would not deny; the king 
»- 3 promiſed her he would not; ſhe then 
t= told him, that the white man was Facky's 
n, and her father, and as he had de- 
h- 3 termined that he ſhould be eaten, her 
on } requeſt was that ſhe might ſuffer in his 


ot, 4 ſtead. The king was ſo moved with 
of Molly's dutiful affection for her father, 
nan that he not only promiſed her own and 
that her father's life, but told her he expect- 
fays (dia ſhip ſoon, which came every year 
lren, with white men, and they ſhould have 
his leave to depart. Molly returned the 
king her moſt grateful thanks for his 
kind compaſſion, and ran immediatel 

to her father to acquaint him with the 


ba good 
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news. The ſhip mentioned by 
the black king arrived a few days after- 
wards, they all went on board, and 
returned ſafe to England, where they 
ſpent the remainder of their days in 
great happineſs, often reflecting with 
wonder on the myſterious and wiſe 
providence of God, who only permit- 
ted the daughter to be a ſlave as a means 
to fave her father's life. 
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3 The Hitory of MASTER TOMMY 

And MASTER HARRY, 

HERE was a gentleman in the 

weſt of England, who married a 

very virtuous lady, but having no chil- 

3 dren for ſeveral years they were very 

3 diſcontent, and fooliſhly upbraided each 

{ other, not conſidering that whatever is 
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given to, or withheld from us, by the Al- 
mighty, is always for the beſt. A 
Some years after this they had two Þ} 
ſons, the name of the elder was Henry, 
and the younger Thomas, whom they 
loved even to a fault, for they gave them 
their way in every thing, and would 
neither contradict them themſelves, nor- 
ſuffer any other perſon to do it. Har- 
ry, who was a ſullen perverſe boy from 
his cradle, took the advantage of his 
parents indulgence, and would ſtay at 
home or go to ſchool juſt as he pleaſed. 
But Tommy was of quite another tem- 
per, for though he was a little naughty 
ſometimes, yet he minded what his pa- 
rents ſaid to him, he loved his book 
and his ſchool, and behaved ſo manner- 
ly and obliging, that he gained the eſ- 
teem of all his acquaintance, Harry 
at 
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at laſt became ſo fond of idling and 
playing about the ſtreets, that his pa- 
rents could by no means prevail on him 
to mind his learning, therefore it was 
agreed upon to put them both to ſome 
reputable boarding-ſchool, where Har- 


1 behaved pretty well for ſome time, 
and made a little improvement in his 


learning; but he ſoon returned to his 
old way, and played only with rude 
wicked boys like himſelf, which learned 
him to ſwear and lie (and ſome ſay to 
ſteal), And he would often quarrel 
with his brother Tommy, becauſe he 
would not play with them; but Tommy, 
told him he had rather never play at all, 
than with ſuch wicked, ſwearing boys, 
and that they would be his ruin. Har- 
7y paid no regard to his brother's pru- 
dent advice, but perſiſted in the fame 

H 4 wicked 
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wicked courſe. Harry and Tommy be- 


ing now grown up, they are taken from 
ſchool to be placed out to ſome buſineſs. 


Their father having a brother (a repu- 


table tradeſman) in London, it was 
propoſed to put Harry apprentice to his 
uncle; which propoſal the uncle agrees 
to. About a year after Harry was at 
London, Tammy went to ſee him, and 
behaved ſo well while he was there, 
that a merchant who viſited his uncle 
took a fancy to him, and on account 
of his learning and good behaviour took 
him apprentice. About two years after 
this a letter comes to acquaint them of 
the death of their mother. Harry 
ſeemed very much concerned at the 
news of his mother's death, and pro- 
miſed very fair to mend his way of 


life, and be ſober; he went on pretty 


| well 
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well for ſome months, but at laſt got 
into his old way again. He now quite 
forgot the death of his mother, and in 


ſhort carried his wickednefs to fuch a 


height, that his uncle was obliged to 
ſend word to his father, that he could 
not poſſibly keep him any longer. The 
death of their mother, and the bad 
courſe of Harry's life, had ſuch an effect 
upon the old gentleman, that he ſoon 


after fell ill, and died. He left Tommy 


the chief part of his fortune, but though 
Harry did not deferve a ſhilling, yet ſo 
affectionate was his father, that he left 
him five hundred pounds, hoping ſtill, 
that through the care of his brother 
and uncle he might be convinced of his 
errors: But Harry being now of age, 
and having received his fortune, conti- 
nues to follow the fame wicked compa- 
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ny, ſpending his time in drinking, riot- 
ing and all kinds of debaucheries, and 
while he is thus fooliſhly ſpending his 
money, and ruining his reputation, 
Tommy is improving both his fortune 
and mind. The time of his apprentice- 
ſhip being now expired, his maſter had 
ſo great a regard, that he not only took 
him into partnerſhip with him, but in 
a ſhort time left him the whole buſi- 
neſs. The great proſperity which Tom- 
my met with had not the leaſt dimi- 
niſhed his affection for his brother, and 
finding Harry would not come near 
him, he reſolved to find him out, and 
endeavour once more to reclaim him 
from his infamous courſe of life; after 
a long ſearch, Tommy found him at one 
of his old. houles. At firſt fight he did 
not know Harry, he looked fo ſottiſh 
and 
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and ſhabby, nor did Harry immediately 
recolle& his brother, becauſe his dreſs, 
carriage, and deportment were ſuch as 
Harry and his companions had long 
been ſtrangers to. However they ſoon 


recollected one another by the tone of 


their voices. Tommy thinking it an im- 
proper place, deſired his brother to go 


with him to a tavern, to which he con- 


ſented. Tommy now began to talk to 
him very ſeriouſly, but yet ſo tender, 
and ſo mild, that he never once 
upbraided him, only defired him for 
his own ſake, and the credit of his fa- 
mily, to change his way of life, and 
very generouſly offered to teach him 
his buſineſs, and give him half the pro- 
fits, if he woutd abandon the wicked 
company he frequented, and lead a ſo- 
ber regular life. But Harry was * 
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ſo hardened in iniquity, that inſtead of 
accepting his brother's kind offer he 
treated it with contempt, and without 
taking leave of him, returned imme- 
diately to his old companions, who re- 
ceived him with ſhouts of applauſe. 
Harry went on in this extravagant 
manner, till he had not only ſpent all 
his money, but loſt his credit, reputa-. 
tion, and friends, and he was now be- 
come ſo habituated, having been ſo 
long uſed to this profligate way of life, 
that he muſt have money to ſupport itz 
and his pride is ſo great, that rather 
than ſubmit to accept of his brother's 
kind invitation, he purſues the moſt 
unlawful methods, and aſſociates with 
none but gamblers, ſhoplifters, and 
ſtreet robbers; and one night, being 
in company with ſome of the rakes, 
and 
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and bloods of the town, they commit. 
ted a murder, and a robbery, and being 
cloſely purſued, Harry, with four more 
of - the gang, were taken and carried 
before a magiſtrate, who committed 


them to Newgate. Harry, however, 
with two others, made their eſcape, and 


went over ſea in triumph, and thought 


themſelves very ſecure; but even. thi. 


ther divine vengeance followed them, 
for a ſtorm aroſe and drove the ſhip a- 
gainſt a rock on the coaſt of Barbary, 


and being very dark, many of the crew, 
together with Harry's two unhappy 


companions, periſhed. Harry indeed, 
was by the violence of the waves caſt 
upon ſhore, but in the morning he was 


| preſented with a thocking ſceney a rag- 
ing ſea on one fide, and a wild deſolate 


place on the other; and having not the 


leaſt 
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| leaſt hopes of ever eſcaping, we may 


eaſily gueſs in what manner he rea- 
ſons with himſelf. O, fays he, that 
I had been more obedient to my 
parents, and more grateful to my 
friends, that I could now make all 
wicked youths ſenſible of my forrow, 
and their own folly! How would 
I intreat them to avoid all manner of 
ill company, to hearken to the in- 


ſtruction of their friends, and purſue 


the paths of virtue, He now hearti- 
ly repented of the wicked and diſſo- 
lute manner in which he had ſpent 
the former part of his life, but it 
was now too late, for after roving 
about and bemoaning his unhappy - 
fate, till he was almoſt ſtarved to 
death, he at laſt HO a prey to 

wild 
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M* Sylvanus Ajhfie!d was born in 
the county of Durham; at the age 
of twenty-one he became poſſeſſed of an 
eaſy fortune, and thought immediately 


of ſettling in the world. He married a 
lady 
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lady of equilrank-andfortine-with him- 


felf, by whom he was bleſſed with three 
children; he was extremely fond of his 
little offspring, and whenever they were 
aſſembled around his knees, he thought 
himſelf happier than a king. He had a 
good library, and when he was not with 
his wife and children, his time was ſpent 
in ſtudy. Though he had a general 


taſte for all ſorts of books, his incli- 


nation chiefly directed him to the poets, 
and particularly thoſe of the dramatic 
kind. He had a ſtrong paſſion for 


Shakeſpeare? s tragedies; he read them ü 


over and over without ceaſing; and 
ſometimes he thought how happy the 
people in London muſt be, who had 
opportunities of going to the play- 
houſes where theſe excellent pieces were 


exhibited. This notion, which occur- 
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red W to his mind, grew up 
to a moſt violent deſire, He might in- 
deed have taken a journey to London, 
as nobody could have hindered him; 
but whenever he conſidered the matter 
feriouſly, reaſon oppoſed. ſo abſurd an 
excurſion, and he was conſcious that 
all his friends would blame him for. tak- 
ing à journey of upwards of 200 miles, 
merely for the pleaſure of ſeeing a play. 
He continued wo whole years in this 
diſtreſſed condition; and became en- 
chan and penſiye. 

Juſt at this time, however, 5 re- 
e, a letter from town, with an ac- 
count, that an aunt of his was dead 
there, who had appointed him her ſole 
executor. It was therefore now become 
abſolutely neceſſary that he ſhould come 
MP to London, to * their affairs. 

All | 
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All his friends were ſurprized at the joy 
which: he expreſſed on hearing this news, 
as he always had been efteemed a diſin- 
tereſted perſon. He was really uneaſy 
that they began to think him covetous, 
but he could not bring himſeif to de- 
clare the true cauſe of his ſatisfaction. 
A French author obſerves very judi- 
ciouſſy, that we are more jealous of the 
opinion others form of our underſtand- 
ing than we are with reſpeC to wkat 
they think of our!1mrats, and we chuſe 
rather to be though: #,mmoral than ridi- 
culous, or of a' weak capacity. At leaſt 
he then ated upon this principle. He 
left all' the world at liberty to think as 
they pleaſed, and his whole care was in 
haflening every thing for his departure. 
He ſcarce allowed Mrs. Aſpſield time to 
put up à few ſhirts in a-cloak-bagz- and 
ORs I 2 _ though 
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though he had the tendereſt love for his 
Family, the tears they ſhed when he 
took horſe were by him. totally diſre- 
garded; his mind was wholly; agitated 
by the pleaſures - he. hoped to find in the 
exhibition of a play. When he alight- 
ed at the inn, the firſt. queſtion he aſked 
was, At what o'clock: they opened the 
Pay- houſe? and he was anſwered, about 
Hue. As the time drew nearer his im- 
patience: increaſed-. When he came to 
the play houſe door it was exactly four 
o'clock. He was enraged at the porter, 
aud believed he delayed opening. the 
door for the purpoſe. However it was 
ſet open as laſt, and in he ruſhec. He 
ſurveyed with eagerneſs the place he 
bad 25 long and ſo often wiſhed to ſee; 
aud at laſt ſeated himſelf. Mean while 


eee — and ſeemed to 
* ſhare 


\ 
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ſhare with him in impatience; ſome by 
by thumping their 
ſticks. upon the floor, and ſome b 
whiſtling. At laſt the long wiſhed for 
moment comes, the curtain is drawn 
up, and, what do you think?—a man 
of an enormous ſize comes in and ſeats 
himſelf Juſt before our hero, and almoſt 


bawling, others. 


obſtructed a ſight of. the ſtage. 


inconvenience however he remedied by 
on one fide, till his back was 
almoſt broken. The actors at laſt ap- 
peared, and for a time he ſeemed to 


leaning 


have loſt his faculties. 


He only.came to himſelf again at the 
cloſe of the firſt act. He then began to 
pleaſure he had received by 
this novel ty; zit was really great, but 
far from anſwering his expectations. 
This diſappointment occaſioned a diſ- 


conſider tl 


"% 
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guſt; however he was ſtill determined 
to examine the play, and to remark its 
defects; ſo that at laſt he found fault 
with the author, the players, the de- 

corations, and even thought that every 
particular fell ſhort of that perfection 
to which they might have been carried 
to make the whole complete. 

The farce, which was a pantomine, 
was ſtill more diſagreeabe, being in 
itſelf extremely indecent and immoral. 
The exhibition at laſt was at an end, 
and he returned to the inn very penſive | 
and diſcontent. While he was in this 
melancholy mood, he made the following 
pertinent reflections. 

My cafe, faid he to himſelf, is very 
common. A young lady at: fourteen, 
or fifteen, hears of what I may call the 
grand play or Oey of the "ls ; 

E 
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ſhe longs to be ſeen at this puhlic ſpec- 
tacle, and endeavours to haſten the long 
defired hour; at length ſhe appears at 
aſſemblies. What forecaſt! what care 
is had to be in a proper place to ſee and 
be ſeen in a manner the moſt likely to 


ſooth and flatter her vanity! But when 


ſhe fancies ſhe has ſucceeded, and that 
ſhe is fixed to her content, in comes a 
taller perſon, that is a lady of greater | 
beauty, a fine ſhape, more wit, and 
poſſeſſed of talents which ſhe wants 
ſhe ſeizes and fixes every eye in the 
company, and eclipſes the young perſon; 


that thought herſelf ſo happy, and who, 


in order to catch a ſide glance, ande ſomè 
ſhare in the admiration of the 'ſpe&a4 
tors, is forced to be upon the raek; 
and in the moſt uneaſy poſture, where 


dis dangerous rival ſhines with ſuperior 


endow- 
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endowments. -; Though the. conſtraint 
is greatly troubleſome, ſhe keeps. up 
her heart, and bears her preſent ſitua- 
tion with the proſpect of the pleaſure 
ſhe hopes to ſind in this meeting. How 
great. is her ſurprize, and how. affecting 
her concern to ſee, that the pleaſure 
does not anſwer her expectations; ſhe 
is. fruſtrated, ſhe does, not meet with 
half, no, not a quarter of the fatisfac- 
tion ſhe propoſed to herſelf; ſhe grieves, 
ſhe begins; to loath the world, that re- 
quires ſo much, and returns fo little; 
but this. diſguſt, fails; top, often of bring- 
ing a love of, retreat: and ends in being 
gut oß. temper wich the faults, of the 
plays and the performers; that is, the 
iucigents, of life; the, perfdiouſnels. of 
indifferent, perſons, and; the ingratitude 
of thoſe, who. were thought 8 Jie 
ö = n 


So 
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One is deceived 0 all 1 fades; obliged»to 
take a ſhare in the trouble of this perſon, 
and to ſuffer. the unjuſt proceedings of 
that other; this is not. all. This c 
medy, or univerſal pantomime, which 


is not very entertaining, is very ſcan- 


dalous; what is heard and what is ſeen 
diſpoſes generally the evil. Who has 
the holy fear of the Lord dreads being 
ſullied with this filth; he muſt be ever 
on his guard, always reſiſting, and en- 


gaged in an endleſs ſtruggle. Here the 


eyes and the ears muſt be conſtantly 


ſhut; the tongue muſt be almoſt under 


a perpetual reſtraint. What a pity! 
in fine, the play draws to an end, night, 
that is, old age comes on. What re- 
mains, but very little pleaſure, great un- 


eaſineſs, unprofitable deſires, and tor- 
menting 
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menting remorſes? happy thoſe, who like 
myſelf, diſguſted with the firſt repreſen- 
tation, take a handſome e 155 
follow my POR. 
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